BLASTING GELATINE, BALLISTITE AND
PROGRESSIVE-PONDER

" After losing much time over several fruitless attempts to find a
suitable site for such a factory, I succeeded on the 7th January,
1882, in acquiring a piece of ground from the Mines Department of
Saxony,1* and in obtaining from the District Commissioners at
Freiburg the concession to build and run a dynamite factory. In
my efforts to find a suitable site I was particularly assisted by Le
Maistre, who was Chief Constable at the time, and afterwards
Commissioner of Police in Dresden, and by the President of the
Mines Department, Geheimrat Merbach, and I am particularly
grateful to them for their help.

" I was enabled to built the factory so speedily that the first
dynamite was sent out from it on the 23rd June of that year. It
answered exactly to the requirements of the consumer, and the
Freiburg Copper Mines were glad to be able to draw their substantial
requirements from a neighbouring factory-which endeavoured to
meet their wishes in every way. The result was that the new fac-
tory was kept busy, and was enabled steadily to increase its output,

" Meanwhile a company had been formed in Dresden called the
Dresdne Dynamitfdbrik A.G. which built a factory near Dresden,
Great difficulties arose, however, in the course of its operation, and
these seemed to be insuperable; a conflict arose between the tech-
nical and the commercial management which caused the board of
the company to approach me with the suggestion that the two
undertakings should be amalgamated and that I should preside ovex
the combination, After demurring for some time I agreed to this
proposal, being influenced in my decision by the fact that I had
heard that, in the event of my final refusal, the factory would be
offered to the Dynamit-A ktien-Gesellschaft, formerly Alfred Nobel and
Co., Hamburg. The competition at close quarters of the Dynamit-
Aktien-Gesellschaft, which was already a powerful company, would
have been highly prejudicial to my concern.